N/

Challenges of Foster Care
In Bosnia and Herzegovina

Andrea Rakanovic Radonjic
CESPASWON Regional Week, Sarajevo October 2022.

University of Banja Luka, Faculty of Political Sciences, Department of Social Work

\ 4



Foster Families in Republic of Srpska

The number of children placed
In foster care is declining,
while the number of adults
and elders is remaining at the
same level.




Research Findings

Foster care forms applied in RS
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Foster Care in relation to kindship
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Duration of Foster Care
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Completed Foster Care Training
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Research Findings

e h
O p INIONS Of p rOfESS I0Nd |.S N SOC Id l- CTaBoOBM CTPYYHWUX PafHMKA LIEHTapa 3a COUMjasIHM paj O Npakcu xpaHuTesbetea y Penybnuum Cprnckoj EES&ZEOCT
We lfa re Ce nte s a bout the fO Ste I care | N CucteM coumjanHe 3awwtute 06e36jehyje KOHTMHYMpaHY eayKalmjy 3a CTpyYHe pagHuKe Koju ce 6ase 297

XPaHUTE/LCTBOM.
RS show that they are primarily

LleHTpu 3a coumjanHu pag cy cnpoBenu 0byKy CBUX Nnoctojehmx nopoamua y cuctemy kKoje ce b6ase

determined to apply foster care, paHTERCTBON

comparing to any other form of

i nstltutl ona l care. XpaHuTerbcke NopoamLe y Koje ce 36puHaBajy KOpUCHULM LLeHTpa 3a counjanHm pag base ce
CTaHAAPAHUM XPAHUTE/LCTBOM.

This finding opens a valid question

Why |S th e num be I Of foste [ care Mpuje 36puHbaBatba KOPUCHMKA Y XPAHUTE/LCKY NMOPOAMLY M3BPLLM Ce NPUMPEMA XpaHUTesbCKe nopoauue. | 4,28

families so low in local communities

LleHTap 3a coumjanHu pag y KOMe caM 3anocsieH/a pefoBHO perpytyje HoBe XpaHuTesbCcke nopoauLe.

across RS?




Research Findings
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e 54 2% FCF live in cities, 21,7% Llive in
suburbia areas, and 24,1% live in rural
areas.

e There are over 83% of registered women
foster parents..

e over 50% of fus.ar parents for children
are between 56and 65 years of age.

e 62,/% FC carers have completed high
school.

e /7,11% are unemployed.

e 61,9% FC families are complete families.

e In 67,5% cases foster care is used before
training is completed.

e Foster Care families remain in the system
for approximately 4 years..
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The number of FCF for children
that completed training

\

The influence of training on
skills when working with children
in Foster Care

58%




Research Findings

Self assessment for FC forms as per
norms

Motivation of FCF for further
engagement
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Implemented training program for

Foster Care for adults and elders

(

Enabled for anticipated forms of FC for
adults and elders
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Motivation f FCF for further
engagement




Research Findings

(
Assessment for QOL aspects (Children Comparison of children’ satisfaction mean in FCF
and SW Institutions
Mean Standard deviation
m
General mood and emotions 2,43 3,1645 , 29523
m
Friends 2,75 5,00 41424 ,60457
m
Total assessment on QOL 2,96 450 3,7954 ,57054
\_

Comparison of children’ satisfaction
mean in FCF and SW Institutions

Minors in Minors in
FC institutions

General mood and

emotions 5,16 A
Friends 414 3,75
Total assessment on QOL  3,7954 3,52




Research Findings

Adults and elderlies in SW institutions assessed the quality of life with

higher level (3,62), comparing to the beneficiaries in foster care (3,13) in
all assessed aspects.

Beneficiaries in Foster Care Beneficieries in SW Institutions
Mental Health 2,85 3,16

Research Findings show that there is a need to improve the quality of foster care for adults and elders in RS in
all segments that reflect on the researched aspects of quality of life (care, availability of services, support in
psychosocial functioning etc.)



Main Challenges of Foster Care coming out of Research Findings

e The most dominant form for both categories of beneficiaries is the standard foster care

e Foster Care is more common form used in case of child protection.

e Foster Care in RS is present only in 22 local communities/municipalities.

e The number of Foster Care families in very low (135/95).

e Adults and elders placed in foster care assess the quality of life lower, comparing to placed in social welfare institutions.
e Professional capacities of Social Welfare Centers are not enough for developing the foster care system in future.

e Professionals and SWCs don't have enough opportunities for professional development.

e The number of Foster Care families is decreasing over the years.

e Foster Care Families do not get adequate professional support.

e Supervision is not provided as per the standards of our profession.




STRENGTHS

OPPORTUNITIES

SWOT ANALYSIS

WEAKNESSES

THREATS
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The Results of the analysis point
out the need for overall
"interventions” in Foster Care.
Two most significant elements
of Foster Care (professional work
and foster care families) need to
be significantly improved and
developed.




Recommendations

Development of Professional Capacities

Establishing Foster Care Services within the Centers for
Social Work

Introducing unique standard in documenting and records

Developing different support models for Foster Care families

Promoting Foster Care
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